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Pastor’s 
O tender God, you gave me more, much more than I ever 
thought to ask for. 
I realize that our human desires can never really match what 
you long to give us. 
Thanks, and again, thanks, O God, for having granted my peti-
tions, and that which I never realized I needed or petitioned. 
  -Saint Catherine of Siena (1347-1380)  

- - - - - 
When you arise in the morning, give thanks for the morning light. 
Give thanks for your life and strength. Give thanks for your food, and 
give thanks for the joy of living. And if perchance you see no reason 
for giving thanks, rest assured the fault is in yourself. 
 
When in the course of the daily hunt, the hunters come upon a scene 
that is strikingly beautiful or sublime—a black thundercloud with a 
rainbow’s arch above the mountain, a white waterfall in the heart of a 
green gorge, a vast prairie tinged with the blood-red of the sunset—
they pause for an instant in an attitude of worship. 
 
They see no need for setting apart one day in seven as a holy day, for 
all days are God’s days. 
  -Ohiyesa- (Dr. Charles Alexander Eastman) Santee  
    Sioux (1858-1939) 

- - - - - 
These two spiritual writers from different centuries and opposite sides 
of the world express our need to make gratitude a part of our every-
day life. They convey God’s awareness of all our needs. In this month 
of Thanksgiving, let us express our gratefulness to the God who made 
our beautiful planet and for the God who created our bodies. This 
God is ever aware of our 
needs and generously loves 
and cares about us in all our 
circumstances.  
 
May you live in gratitude and 
peace,  
 
Pastor Linda 
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Spiritual Life of  Our Congregation 

Worship services are 9:30 a.m. Sundays, and we con-
tinue to follow the guidelines that have been enacted to 
curb the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

Bulletins are sent electronically via email (a few are 
printed and mailed). We encourage in-person worship-
pers to print their own bulletins, for safety reasons, 
however, there are printed copies available. If you are 
not receiving an emailed bulletin please contact the 
church office at office@claverackreformedchurch.org or 
call us at 518-851-3811. 

 
Virtual Coffee Hour continues via Zoom (from your home). In-person coffee hour at church, 
remains suspended as we follow social-distancing requirements. (An email with Zoom di-
rections is sent via email each week.) 
 

The Christian Education Building will be open for restroom use only during our worship 
services. The remaining building remains closed until further notice due to sanitation clean-
ing requirements. 

 

Worship Schedule 

Important Dates to remember! 

• Sunday, November 1: All Saints Day and Sacrament of Communion 

• Sunday, November 22: Christ the King Sunday; James Alley preach-
ing 

• NO Bible Study November 19 or 26 

• Sunday, November 29: First Sunday of Advent 

Communion Service 

Sunday, November 1, we will celebrate Holy Commnion.  

* If you are worshipping with us in person, please bring your own bread 

and juice. 

* If you are worshipping with us with Facebook, please prepare your 

own bread and juice. 
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NOVEMBER Lectionary Readings 

The Lectionary is a list of scripture readings that are traditionally used for each Sunday of the church 

year. Many preachers choose from these readings for their sermon texts. They are created in a three-

year cycle to cover many important Bible passages.  

 

 Sunday, November 1: Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost 

   Joshua 3:7-17; Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37; Micah 3:5-12; Psalm 43; 1 Thessalonians 2:9-13 

   Matthew 23:1-12. Also: 

  All Saints Day: Revelation 7:9-17; Psalm 34:1-10, 22; 1 John 3:1-3; Matthew 5:1-12 

 

 Sunday, November 8: Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 

   Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25; Psalm 78:1-7; Amos 5:18-24; Psalm 70; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 

   Matthew 25:1-13 

 

 Sunday, November 15: Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

   Judges 4:1-7; Psalm 123; Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18; Psalm 90:1-8 (9-11), 12; 

   1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; Matthew 25:14-30 

 

 Sunday, November 22: Christ the King Sunday 

   Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24; Psalm 100; Psalm 95:1-7a; Ephesians 1:15-23; Matthew 25:31-46 

 

 Sunday, November 29: First Sunday of Advent 

   Isaiah 64:1-9; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9; Mark 13:24-37 

   

Facebook: The-Reformed-Dutch-Church-of-Claverack 

We worship . . . and we give thanks for so many elements in our lives. For . . . 

. . . those Believers (saints) in our lives who’ve been a part of us, who’ve been an example, 

whom we have loved, and who are now at eternal peace; 

. . . all that our Lord God has bestowed on us for everyday living . . . who has clothed us and 

fed us, and provided for our every need; 

. . . our great land, that we live in peace and pros-

perity; 

. . . our church, where we can gather as God’s 

called people, in freedom and peace. 
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Church Family Missions 

Operation Christmas Child 2020 Despite the 

COVID pandemic, congregational support for this year's 

Operation Christmas Child has been close to that of previ-

ous years. October has been collection month and the giv-

ing of shoebox gifts and money has been very generous 

— we thank you all for your contributions to this worthy 

ministry of hope and love. In early November, volunteers 

will be sorting and filling the boxes while listing missing 

items needed to make all the boxes complete. In mid-November, the final boxes will be delivered 

to an official drop-off location in the Capital District to start their journey. Next month's update 

will include the final collection tally for this year's event.  

Food Pantries Update While 2020 

has been a challenging year, congregational 

giving for our local food pantries has been a 

bright light. As of the end of August, the 

church has distributed over $3,270 to the 

three local food pantries we regularly sup-

port — the Mellenville-Philmont Food Pan-

try, the Ghent Food Pantry, and the Hudson 

Salvation Army food programs. Some of the 

thank you letters we have received from the pantries have been shared in earlier news-

letters — they have been extremely grateful for your support.  

Mercy Ships 2020 Wrap-Up . . . It feels 

odd to report on our Lenten Missions project in 

November, but this year hasn't been like any 

other. Some donations were given in late spring, 

the offering boxes were collected in June, and a 

final tally was made in the summer. This year's 

gift for the Mercy Ships program was $575 — we 

thank all who contributed to this ministry of 

health and healing. 

Yours in Christ—Lloyd Lawrence, Missions Committee 
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An update from Camp Fowler written by Rev. Kent Busman 
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Church Family 

Dear Church Members and Friends of the Reformed Dutch Church of Claverack, 

 

Thank you for continuing your commitment to the Church. . .  

Many thanks to all who have continued to assist the church financially dur-
ing these days of financial uncertainty. The church continues to need funds 
to pay our employees, support our denomination, and maintain the proper-
ty. We also continue to support our pledge to local and global missions. 
(Your ongoing support has been great!) 

If you or someone you know is in great need, please contact me, Lloyd Law-
rence, or the women’s group, to see if there is a way we can be of help. 

 

Thanks much! 
Pastor Linda Miles 
845-430-3348 

Church Family Giving 

Our Church Bazaar . . . So many changes due to 

COVID-19, and a reminder that our annual bazaar is can-

celled this year. 

     November Birthdays     

 Pastor Linda Miles 11/1  Willa Schroeppel 11/23 
 Kim Simmons  11/3  Debbie Sweet  11/25 
 David Winch  11/12  Dianne Slusar  11/30 
 Judith Weinman 11/14 
 Spencer Barton 11/15 
 Brayden Skoda  11/22 
 

 

              November Anniversary 
       Karen and Jay Case  11/12 
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A note from Ruth Manning . . .  

10/16/20 
Hi Church - 
 Miss you all—Have been in FL for a year now—and still looking to possibly returning to NYS 
next May. Take care all— God be with you, Love Ruth M. 

Sunday, November 29 (the Sunday following Thanksgiving) begins a new church 

year . . . Advent. We are planning to continue our Advent readings as in years past! 

. . . is not too far away . . . 

Thanksgiving is Thursday, November 26 

 Scripture readings for this day include: 

 Deuteronomy 8:7-18; Psalm 65; 2 Corinthians 9:6-15;  Luke 17:11-19 

This is a day set aside to give thanks for all the blessings we enjoy each day. . .  harvest (food), clothing, 
family, homes, basics of living and so much more. It’s a time of being with family, a major travel oppor-
tunity . . . but probably not this year. Our lives are so changed this year because of this COVID-19 busi-
ness . . .  yet, we can and should give thanks to our wonderful Eternal God who continues to bless us in 
so many ways. I was looking through the Reformed Church of America hymnal, and I found so many 
Thanksgiving hymns that bring comfort, hymns I learned SO many years ago . . . and I’d like to share a 
verse of one . . . from “Let All Things Now Living”, (tune is Ash Grove), as a short meditation . . . 

 Let all things now living 
 A song of thanksgiving 
 To God our Creator triumphantly raise; 
 Who fashioned and made us, 
 Protected and stayed us, 
 By guiding us on to the end of our days. 
 God’s banners are o’er us, 
 Pure light goes before us, 
 A pillar of fire shining forth in the night: 
 Till shadows have vanished, 
 All fearfulness banished, 
 As forward we travel from light into Light. (words by Katherine K. Davis) 
  
 However different and unique this Holiday will be, I wish you a blessed Thanksgiving, Helen 

Our Friend, Tom Patterson . . . As so many of you know, Tom passed away last week, October 22nd, 
and we continue to pray for his family as they mourn his passing.  Because of COVID-19, a memorial service will 
be held in the future. A scholarship fund is being established in Coach Patterson’s name. Donations may be sent 
to the Tom Patterson Scholarship, Hudson Senior High School, 215 Harry Howard Ave., Hudson, NY 12534, 
made payable to the Coach Patterson Memorial Scholarship. 
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Church Office Hub 

Did you see the new church sign out by Rt. 9H? AWESOME! 

Thank YOU, John Dunham, for working so diligently to create a new 
sign (the old one had rotted and was falling apart)! We’re thankful to 
have such talented people at our church, and so willing to help. 

Election Day, 2020 

Tuesday, November 3, 2020 . . . and early voting has 

begun . . . your voice must be heard . . .  

Bottle recycling continues at the church. Bring your bottle recycling to the 
CEB. Outside the front door is a large storage bin, and inside are recepta-
cles to place  your items. Occasionally the receptacles may be outside the 
storage bin with signs. If that’s the case, please use these. 

Veterans Day, Wednesday, 

November  11, 2020 

We acknowledge our men and women who have served our 

country, and those who have given the ultimate sacrifice of 

their lives for all the freedoms we have and enjoy in this great 

land. Thank YOU to everyone who has served on our behalf, 

and to their families who love them so much. 

Be on the look out for the November packets for our Sunday 

School kids . . . sometime after November 8! The Sunday School 

team will give you a call when they’re ready! 


