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Pastor’s 
 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him…Genesis 12:4a 

 Abram, soon to be renamed Abraham, left his home and set 

out on a long road to the unknown. His sole motivation was his 

faith, his conviction was that he could never travel beyond the 

reach and care of his God. Do we share that conviction? (A Bit of 

Straw for the Manger, A Spiritual Guide for Advent, 2005 by Carol 

Perry S.U.) 

 We are also setting out on a journey, the journey of Advent, in 

what is a totally unique time. There is very little that is “normal” in 

these times of the pandemic. So how do we go on this journey in ways 

that are faithful? How do we remember that God is with us on this jour-

ney? 

 As we journey into uncharted territory, can we remember that 

we are God’s people, that God sent Jesus to free us from our sins and 

invites us to be a part of God’s family forever? 

 God’s love came down to earth at Christmas. As we begin our 

Advent journey, let us take some time to remember who and whose we 

are. We are God’s people and we belong to God. Will you walk in faith, 

hope, love, and peace during this holy season? 

We cannot see the future, but we can know that God is with us 

every step of the way. May we walk in faith with God. 

 

May your Advent season be 

blessed as you walk toward the 

joy of Christmas.   

 

Pastor Linda 
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Spiritual Life of  Our Congregation 

Our worship services are 9:30 a.m. Sundays, and we 
continue to follow the guidelines that have been enact-
ed to curb the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic. This 
will continue for the foreseeable future until we receive 
further guidance. The worship service is streamed live 
on the church’s Facebook page. As this is a public page, 
you do not need a Facebook account. Go to: The-
Reformed-Dutch-Church-of-Claverack. While this ser-
vice is live, it remains a saved file so you can watch the 
service as your schedule allows. 
 

Bulletins are sent electronically via email (a few are printed and mailed). This will continue 
indefinitely. We encourage in-person worshippers to print their own bulletins, for safety 
reasons. However, there are a few printed copies available. If you are not receiving an 
emailed bulletin, please contact the church office at office@claverackreformedchurch.org, or 
call us at 518-851-3811. 
 

Virtual Coffee Hour continues via Zoom (from your home). (An email with Zoom directions 
is sent via email each week.) 
 

The Christian Education Building will be open for restroom use only during our worship 
services. The remaining building remains closed until further notice due to sanitation clean-
ing requirements. 
 

Christmas Eve service: During the November Consistory meeting, it was decided, in the 
best interests of our members and visitors, that this service will be virtual.  Additional de-
tails will be forthcoming in the next weeks. 
 

Sunday, December 27: There will be no worship service this day. As of the writing of this 
newsletter, services will resume Sunday, January 3, 2021. 

Worship Schedule 

As in previous years, we will enjoy the significance of lighting the candles 
on the Advent wreath, along with readings by members of the congregation.  

Facebook: The-Reformed-Dutch-Church-of-Claverack 

Worship Service Cancellation: We’re in the inclement weather season, and to that end, 
there’s always the possibility of a worship service being cancelled. Services will be cancelled by 8:00 
a.m. Sunday morning. Notification will be via Facebook. Also a system is in place to inform necessary 
committee chair persons. If you do not have access to Facebook, Linda Theiss has graciously accepted 
the responsibility of contacting you. Please let her know if you need a ‘cancellation phone call’! 
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December Lectionary Readings 

The Lectionary is a list of scripture readings that are traditionally used for each Sunday of the church 

year. Many preachers choose from these readings for their sermon texts. They are created in a three-

year cycle to cover many important Bible passages.  

 

 December 6, Second  Sunday of Advent: 

  Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; 2 Peter 3:8-15a; Mark 1:1-8 

 

 December 13, Third Sunday of Advent: 

  Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; Psalm 126 or Luke 1:46b-55; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28 

 

 December 20, Fourth Sunday of Advent: 

  2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Luke 1:46b-55 or Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26; Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38 

 

 December 24, Nativity of the Lord: 

  Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14, (15-20) 

 

 December  25, Christmas Day: 

  Isaiah 62:6-12; Psalm 97; Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:(1-7), 8-20 

 

 December 27, First Sunday after Christmas: 

  Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Psalm 148; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40 

Communion Service 

Sunday, December 6, we will celebrate Holy Communion.  

  

 * If you are worshipping with us in person, please bring your 

own bread and juice; 

 * If you are worshipping with us with Facebook live stream, 

please prepare your own bread and juice. 

A GREAT BIG THANK YOU 

to all those who helped decorate the sanctuary for the  

Christmas Season ! 
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Church Family Missions 

Operation Christmas Child—Wrap Up 
Thank you all for your tremendous support for this 
year's OCC appeal. This year, we were able to assemble 
and send 30 boxes full of school supplies, clothing, hy-
giene items, and toys — along with a donation for the 
shipping and processing fees. That's more boxes than 
our typical contribution of between 24-28 boxes — a very 
generous response in a very challenging year! By now, 

those boxes have been delivered to a local collection place and are on their way to one of the large 
distribution centers run by Samaritan's Purse. Then, they are inspected, sorted, and sent to needy 
children around the world. 
 
I would also like to express my sincere gratitude to those volunteers who came out to help sort 
the contributions and assemble the boxes — then deliver them to the collection area up in Scho-
dack. Many hands made light work — thank you all!  

Our Food Pantries Year-End Weigh-In Challenge 

Sunday, December 6th is our last Food Pantries offering for 
2020, and the Missions committee is asking for your help to 
step up — onto your scale. The Food Pantries Weigh-In Chal-

lenge asks you to donate 10% of your weight in a cash dona-
tion OR the same dollar amount in grocery items for your De-
cember food pantries offering. For those of you who need a 
BIGGER challenge, consider a cash donation AND a grocery 
donation. If you need an EVEN BIGGER challenge, make a do-
nation of groceries equal to 10% of your weight (for example: 
150 pounds would equal 15 pounds of groceries). Whatever 
level you would like to give, just step up by stepping on that 
scale (preferably after a big meal – with dessert!) and bring or 
mail your challenge offering to the church/church office by 
Sunday, December 6.  

Another opportunity to help! We have received word that 

with the shut down of visitors from our local nursing homes, our sen-
iors are in need of items to keep them busy and their minds active. 
One activities director at a local nursing home has suggested the do-
nation of easy crossword puzzles, easy word search puzzles, adult 
coloring books, pencils, crayons, colored pencils. We’d like to make a 
delivery the week of December 6. Please deliver items by December 
5th. Thank you, and our local nursing homes thank you as well! 
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Dear Church Members and Friends of the Reformed Dutch Church of Claverack, 

Thank you for continuing your commitment to the Church. . .  

Many thanks to all who have continued to assist the church finan-
cially during these days of financial uncertainty. The church contin-
ues to need funds to pay our employees, support our denomination, 
and maintain the property. We also want to continue to support our 
pledge to local and global missions. (They need us more than ever 
during this challenging time.) 

If you or someone you know is in great need, please contact me, 
Lloyd Lawrence, or the women’s group, to see if there is a way we 
can be of help. 

      Thanks much! 
      Pastor Linda Miles 
      845-430-3348 

Church Family Giving 

We Are the Church!   

As many of you know, the Reformed Church of America, of 
which we are a member, sets an annual assessment 
based on each active member within our church. Our total 
yearly assessment for our church in 2020 is $6,618.15. To 
date, we have received $2,885.37, leaving us with a short 
fall. It’s not too late to fulfill your assessment if you have 
not done so this year. These funds are used for greater 
ministry and care of the pastors who serve our churches.  
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Church  Business: Nominations and Elections 

Amendments to the 2019 RDCC bylaws based on the 2020 Bylaws Committee 
Meetings 

 

1. In Article II, Section 3.  Number - change “The number of members of the 
Consistory shall be six Elders, six Deacons, and the Minister totaling thirteen (13) un-
less a change in the number Consistory members is approved by the congregation.”  to 
“The number of members of the Consistory will be between 8 and 12 as determined by 
the Congregation but consisting of an even number of Elders and Deacons plus the 
Minister.” 

 

2. In Article II, Section 4.  Meetings - change “The Consistory shall meet monthly 
with the date and time of the meeting to be determined by the president.  Special 
meetings of the Consistory shall be called by the majority vote of the officers of Consis-
tory.”  to “The Consistory shall meet ten times per year with the time and date thereof 
to be determined by the President. Special meetings of the Consistory shall be called 
upon the majority vote of the officers of the Consistory.” 

The Consistory: During the month of December, we prepare our church’s governing body 

for the upcoming year. We have mailed and emailed a form to our church members, seeking sug-
gestions for Elder and Deacon candidates to serve on our Consistory for the upcoming year/years. 
Since you have received the suggestion form, we hope everyone will take part with their sugges-
tions for Consistory members. This suggestion form describes the position of Elder and Deacon. It 
also explains those who are leaving. If you have suggestions, please submit them (hand written, or 
emailed) (BTW, they are confidential) by December 10, so we may have election of new Consistory 
members on Sunday, December 20 , following our worship service. Installation of new Consistory 
members will occur on January 17, 2021, during the worship service. 

As a reminder, below are two bylaw amendments which were revised this past year. Amendment 1  
amends the number of Consistory members to this governing board. 

Finally, for your information, the Consistory 2020 membership list is included here with expiring 
terms, etc. 
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December Birthdays     

Cynthia VanAlphen 12/3 Dustin Kline  12/26 

Jameson Race 12/5 Amanda Zapp  12/28 

Roger Case 12/10 Olivia Post  12/28 

Denise Holzhauer 12/11 Robert Pinkowski  12/29 
P-L Schroeppel 12/11 Lynda Nielsen  12/30 

Samuel Schoep 12/12 Sheila Krizar  12/31  

Matthew Mackerer 12/14     

Irene Holzhauer 12/15    

Lynne Denny 12/19 
Richard Skoda 12/23 

Jesus, The Christ 12/25 

 

 

        December Anniversaries 
 Karen and Nathan Winch 12/6 

 Julianne and Joe Fletcher 12/23 
 

Church  Family 
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Church Family 

Sunday School ! Wonderful! The Sunday 

School monthly packets have grown to twenty-two! 

Our children are loving to receive these! Thanks so 

much to Snookie Patterson and Pam Kline, and all 

those who contribute to this effort!  

THE BIBLE QUIZ (See New Revised Standard Bible for answers) 

1. How many books are in the Old Testament? 

2. How many books are in the New Testament? 

3. Which apostle’s name is always listed first? 

4. What well-known verse begins with “all” and ends with “all”? 

5. What was the name of Moses’ brother? 

6. The kingdom of heaven is like a _______ hidden in a field? 

7. What did half of the bridesmaids forget in the parable of the ten maidens? 

8. Who was the first person in the Bible to weep? 

Some Bible fun . . . (from Pastor Linda)!!! Perhaps your mind is going soft from all 

that home time . . .could these questions get the cobwebs out of your head? . . .okay, just 
a thought! . . .see below . . . 

Christmas Blessings to all of you and to your families! We share the 

common Christian belief that Jesus, God’s Own Son, was born on 

Christmas Day. And, He is our Light and our Salvation. Certainly, this 

year has been filled with more unknowns than we could ever imag-

ine . . . Yet, we know that Jesus, Our Savior, is the same . . . Yesterday, 

today, and forever! Merry Christmas, Helen 


