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Pastor’s 
“Preparing for Lent” 

 It’s that time of year again. Winter brings snow and cold, but 
also a time of quiet. It’s time to prepare our hearts for Lent 
which begins this year on February 17th with Ash Wednesday. 
We can think about Lent as a journey. Think about the journeys 
we take, some long journeys that can take days, even weeks to 
complete.  

 Journeys have their ups and downs. We don’t really expect them to 
go smoothly. If we are going to drive cross country, we may expect a 
few car problems, some bad weather, some detours, some missed con-
nections. We try to prepare for those things, and we deal with them as 
they come up. We take along a few snacks, maps, tools, and a spare 
tire. 

 Often, when people go along on the journey of Lent, something 
goes wrong. We have a bad day, we get distracted, we forget to pray 
and read the Bible and we think badly of ourselves. But it would be a 
lot better to see Lent as a gift, a time to take care of our spiritual selves, 
the same way we take care of our bodies, our homes, and our vehicles. 

 Don’t expect Lent to be a perfect journey. It will have its ups and 
downs. Rather, be present to the gift of Lent. Give yourself time to 
spend with the Lord. Understand there may be challenges along the 
way. Be curious about how you can grow during this time when the 
ground is frozen and we are still in the midst of a pandemic. Find ways 
to share God’s love with others.  

 On Ash Wednesday and throughout Lent you will receive a daily 
email scripture meditation for your prayer time. We’ll be praying for 
you as we journey together to the joy of Easter. 

 Pastor Linda Miles  
 845-430-3348 
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Spiritual Life of  Our Congregation 

Beginning in February, we hope to resume in-person 
worship services Sundays at 9:30 a.m. We will contin-
ue to follow the CDC guidelines enacted to curb the 
spread of the COVID-19 pandemic. The worship service 
is streamed live on the church’s Facebook page. As this 
is a public page, you do not need a Facebook account. 
Go to: The-Reformed-Dutch-Church-of-Claverack. 
While this service is live, it remains a saved file so you 
can watch the service as your schedule allows. 
 

Bulletins are sent electronically via email (a few are printed and mailed). We encourage in-
person worshippers to print their own bulletins for safety reasons. However, there are 
printed copies available. If you are not receiving an emailed bulletin, please contact the 
church office at office@claverackreformedchurch.org, or call us at 518-851-3811. 
 

Virtual Coffee Hour will continue via Zoom (from your home). (An email with Zoom direc-
tions is sent via email each week.) 

 
The Christian Education Building will be open for restroom use only during our worship 
services. The remaining building remains closed until further notice due to sanitation clean-
ing requirements. 
 

Worship Schedule 

Ash Wednesday is Wednesday, February 17. While 

there will not be an in-person worship service this year, due to the 
pandemic, you are invited to drive through the parking lot between 
5:00 and 6:00 p.m. to receive ashes. Pastor Linda and Consistory 
members will mark your forehead with ashes and provide you and 
your family with a blessing. If there is poor weather, you will be invit-
ed to walk through the sanctuary to receive ashes and a blessing. May 
your Lenten journey be blessed. 

Facebook: The-Reformed-Dutch-Church-of-Claverack 

Thursday morning Bible Study continues its journey, focusing on 
“Troublesome Bible Passages, Volume 2”. Its never too late to join in. Currently 
the group meets via Zoom, but they hope to meet in person in the CEB again 
soon. Contact the office or Pastor Linda for more information. 
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February Lectionary Readings 

The Lectionary is a list of scripture readings that are traditionally used for each Sunday of the church 

year. Many preachers choose from these readings for their sermon texts. They are created in a three-

year cycle to cover many important Bible passages.  

 

 February 7 (Fifth Sunday after Epiphany: 

  Isaiah 40:21-31; Psalm 147:1-11, 20c; 1 Corinthians 9:16-23; Mark 1:29-39 

 February 14 (Transfiguration Sunday): 

  2 Kings 2:1-12; Psalm 50;1-6; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9 

 February 17 (Ash Wednesday): 

  Joel 2:1-2, 12-17; Isaiah 58:1-12; Psalm 51:1-17; 2 Corinthians 5:20-6:10; Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

 February 21 (First Sunday of Lent): 

  Genesis 9:8-17, Psalm 25:1-10, 1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15 

 February 28 (Second Sunday of Lent): 

  Genesis 17;1-7, 15-16; Psalm 22:23-31; Romans 4:13-25; Mark 8:31-38 or Mark 9:2-9 

Communion Service  

Sunday 

February 7 

 * If you are worshipping with us in person, 

please bring your own bread and juice; 

 * If you are worshipping with us with Facebook 

live stream, please prepare your own bread and 

juice. 

Transfiguration Sunday, February 14 

Mark  9:7: Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from 

the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Be-

loved; listen to him! ”  

This ends the Epiphany season...and we venture into 

Lent. Transfiguration Sunday is a change Sunday, go-

ing from one church season to another...a season of 

light to a season of personal reflection, even darkness. 

Will you see Jesus, and will you listen to him? 
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Church Family Missions 

Food Pantry: Thank you’s continue to flow in from the organizations 

we’ve contributed to these last few months...here’s one from the Ghent Food 

Pantry: 

 “Thank you for your kind note and generous donation of $500 to the Ghent 

Food Pantry. We appreciate your continuous support. Be well.” 

Church Business 

Bylaws Committee:  Some folks have expressed interest in revisiting our church’s by-

laws. If you have interest in being on this committee, please contact Pastor Linda for more in-

formation. 

The 2021 Annual Meeting will take place after church on Sunday, February 

21st.  Individual committee reports are due to the church office by Tuesday, February 9. 

Please put this on your calendar and plan to attend. 

 Our Sunday School leaders continue to find creative ways to engage our chil-

dren...such as a ‘Song Quiz’ (a fill-in-the blanks paper) emailed to parents. Also, the 

children are participating in the ‘John 3:16 Valentine Project’. This is a project of 

making Valentine’s Day cards to send to our seniors as well as local nursing homes. 

These projects and learning opportunities for our children are sent via email from 

our Sunday School leaders. Great job! 
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Dear Church Members and Friends of the Reformed Dutch Church of Claverack, 

 

Thank you for continuing your commitment to the 
Church. . .  

Many thanks to all who have continued to assist the 
church financially during these days of financial uncer-
tainty. The church continues to need funds to pay our 
employees, support our denomination, and maintain the 
property. We also want to continue to support our 
pledge to local and global missions. (They need us more 
than ever during this challenging time.) 

If you or someone you know is in great need, please con-
tact me, Lloyd Lawrence, or the women’s group, to see if 
there is a way we can be of help. 

 

Thanks much! 
Pastor Linda Miles 
845-430-3348 

   February  Birthdays     

 Laurel Clapp  2/3 Henry John Theiss  2/21 
 Nancy Rasweiler 2/3 Bruce Kline   2/22 
 Michael Lennon  2/6 Karen Case   2/23 
 Samantha Steenburn 2/6 Pam Kline   2/25 
 Jim Mackerer  2/7 Russ Holze   2/25 
 Steve Race  2/20 Shirley Shumsky  2/29 
 
 
 
    February Anniversaries 

        Melissa and Richard Skoda           2/3 

...time to update our church birthday and anniversary lists! Please let the office know of any changes to birthdays and 

anniversaries (additions, deletions, corrections!) Thank you! Helen 

Church Family 
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What is Presidents’ Day? It began as an effort to move Presi-

dent Washington’s celebrated birthday to a Monday (a move of many holidays in the 

1980’s), and it typically fell between Washington’s and President Abraham Lincoln’s 

birthdays. Over the years its become a birthday holiday for not only these two presidents, 

but some states also include President Thomas Jefferson, and other presidents.  Washing-

ton and Lincoln still remain the two most recognized leaders, but Presidents' Day is now 

popularly seen as a day to recognize the lives and achievements of all of America’s chief 

executives.  The federal government, however, still considers this holiday George Wash-

ington’s birthday to celebrate our first president! (courtesy of  the History channel) 

...or George Washington’s Birthday celebra-

tion! 

Reformed Dutch Church of Claverack 

Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 


