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Pastor’s 
 Each church year, as we celebrate that jubilant event of the Lord’s 
resurrection, we sing “alleluias” and songs of joy. I have often won-
dered just how many people do feel that joy deep inside themselves. 
We all know that Eastertide is a wonderful time to rejoice in Jesus’ 
resurrection. But, in spite of that truth, sometimes we are not feeling 
the “Alleluia!” 
 What can we do about that? We don’t want to spend Eastertide 
being sad or discouraged instead of rejoicing in the resurrection of 
our Savior. 
 What if we particularly took this season to rejoice in the new life we ob-
serve outside in nature, the daffodils, the birds, the increasing sunshine? 
 What if we were to make a list of all the “little Easters,” by noticing the 
“little things” that build our spirits. As we make note to these little feelings of 
joy, surprise, amazement, hope and newness, we begin to deepen our faith in 
our loving God. 
 Joyce Rupp says, “My little Easters are those moments when something 
that has died in me is raised to life again.” It would be easy to pass these 
things by or not notice how significant they are to my life. But I notice how 
my little Easters are those moments when something that has died in me is 
raised to life again: 
 —watching and caring for tiny vegetable seeds and one day seeing fresh, 
green shoots break through the soil 
 —hearing a prayer of a child 
 —receiving a letter or phone call 
 —sunrises and sunsets 
 —a delicious meal 
 It would be so easy to pass these things by and not notice how significant 
they are to my life. I may not always feel jubilant, but when I celebrate Easter, 
I feel God’s quiet presence. My hope is that you too will notice God’s presence 
in your everyday life and ordinary days. If you are attentive, you will experi-
ence the joy and hope of the meaning found in Easter. 
 Be on the lookout for what my friend Rev. Carol Cruikshank called 
“Godwinks.” 
 Celebrate the risen Lord every 
day of your life. 
 Blessings, 
 
 Pastor Linda 
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Our worship services are Sundays at 9:30 a.m., and we contin-
ue to follow the guidelines that have been enacted to curb the 
spread of the COVID-19 pandemic. This will continue for the 
foreseeable future until we receive further guidance. Worship 
services are streamed live on the church’s Facebook page. As 
this is a public page, you do not need a Facebook account. Go to: 
The-Reformed-Dutch-Church-of-Claverack. While this service is 
live, it remains a saved file so you can watch the service as your schedule allows. 

Worship With Us 

Palm Sunday  

March 28, 9:30 a.m. 

Worship Service with palms 

Children’s Message 

Maundy Thursday 

April 1, 7:00 p.m. 

Service with Communion  
(elements will be served) 

Easter 

April 4, 9:30 a.m. 

Worship Service with Communion 
(elements will be served) 

Children’s Message 
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April Lectionary Readings 

The Lectionary is a list of scripture readings that are traditionally used for each Sunday of the church 
year. Many preachers choose from these readings for their sermon texts. They are created in a three-
year cycle to cover many important Bible passages.  
 

 April 1 Maundy Thursday: 

  Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14; Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26; John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

 April 2 Good Friday: 

  Isaiah 52:13-53:12; Psalm 22; Hebrews 10:16-25 or Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9; John 18:1-19;42 

 April 3 Holy Saturday: 

  Job 14:1-14 or Lamentations 3:1-9, 19-24; Psalm 31:1-4, 15-16; 1 Peter 4:1-8; Matthew 27:57-66  

 or John 19:38-42 

 April 4 Easter, Resurrection of the Lord: 

  Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 25:6-9; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 or Acts 10:34-43; 

 John 20:1-18 or Mark 16:1-8 

 April 11, Second Sunday of Easter: 

  Acts 4:32-35; Psalm 133; 1 John 1:1-2:2; John 20:19-31 

 April 18, Third Sunday of Easter: 

  Acts 3:12-19; Psalm 4; 1 John 3:1-7; Luke 24:36b-48 

 April 25, Fourth Sunday of Easter:  

  Acts 4:5-12; Psalm 23; 1 John 3:16-24; John 10:11-18 

Facebook: The-Reformed-Dutch-Church-of-Claverack 

Missions 
Early Spring 2021 
Lenten Mission Appeal 2021 — Mercy Ships 
 

Once again, our church's Missions team has designated Mercy Ships for our 2021 Lenten appeal. We kicked 
off the appeal in March with help from the Sunday school — they made a fleet of colorful paper boats for peo-
ple to take home as a devotional/reminder for the Mercy Ships appeal during Lent. What a colorful way to cel-
ebrate the Mercy Ship program — THANK YOU Sunday school!! (You can 
find these in the back of the sanctuary and in the CE Building's lobby.)  
 

Mercy Ships operates the largest non-governmental hospital ships in the 
world, and with them provide free lifesaving surgeries and healthcare access 
to people in the poorest nations. Currently, the focus of Mercy Ships medical 
ministry has been the peoples of Africa - with a new hospital ship (the Global 
Mercy) near completion to help expand their reach worldwide. Since 1983, 
Mercy Ships have provided vital healthcare to over 2 million people, including 
over 100,000 surgical procedures and training to over 42,000 local profes-
sionals. And, Mercy Ship's mission statement underscores their Christian 
roots: "We follow the 2000-year-old model of Jesus, bringing hope and healing to the world's forgotten poor." 
 

As part of your Lenten walk this year, please consider a gift to help support the Mercy Ships ministry. The 
due date for donations is Easter Sunday, April 4. Make sure your gift is designated for Mercy Ships — 
there are marked envelopes in the sanctuary and the CE Building lobby. Make checks payable to the Re-
formed Dutch Church of Claverack with Mercy Ships noted in the check's memo section. 
 

For more on Mercy Ships (including a great blog with plenty of updates), visit them online at mercyships.org. 
 
(continued) 

http://ships.org
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Birthdays: 
Kay Cook  4/4   Vinessa Bowman  4/13 
Andrew Mackerer 4/4   Ann Stone   4/19 
Holly Barton  4/6   Florentina Campion  4/19 
Lori Lennon  4/8   Lydia Skoda   4/19 
Arlene Snyder 4/8   Amy Race   4/25 
Jan Dunham  4/10   Jim O’Neill   4/26 
Sarah Veronezi 4/10   William Krein   4/30 

     Jennifer Stupplebeen  4/30 
 

Anniversaries: 
Lynda and Mike Nielson  4/3 
Shanda Steenburn   4/20 

Sunday School—Easter Egg Hunt 

Saturday, March 27 — 1:00 p.m. 

For our Sunday School children (only) 

RSVP to Pam by Wednesday, March 24th - via email or phone - 
518-851-7229  

— The younger ones - 3-5 will be in the grassy part of the park-
ing lot  

— The older ones 6 and above will be behind the CE Building and 
playground area 

A Reception for Pastor Linda - 

 Please join us on Sunday, April 11, immediately following the worship service in the 
fellowship hall. As you know, April 11 is Pastor Linda’s last Sunday with us, and it’ll 
be an opportunity to thank her for her service and give her our best wishes for the 
future. 

Missions (continued) 
 

Food Pantries Offering — First Sundays 
 
Just a reminder: the church is still collecting donations for the local food pantries we regularly sup-
port (Mellenville-Philmont, Ghent, and the Hudson Salvation Army) — on the first Sunday each 
month. Donations can either be monetary or non-perishable groceries and all are greatly appreciat-
ed! Thank you all for your generous contributions during this pandemic — the food pantries let us 
know, with heart-felt thank you notes, that the support is greatly appreciated. 


